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Methodology

Å1000 registered voters age 55 and older

Å78 percent of the sample is white, 10 percent 

African-American, 7 percent Hispanic, and 4 

percent other/refused

Å25 percent Republican, 41 percent Independent, 

32 percent Democrat

ÅMargin of error is plus or minus 3.1 percent



Among voters 55 and older, the three most important 

problems facing the country are the economy, health 

care, and government spending. 
What would you say is the most important problem facing the United States today, 

that is, the one you are most concerned about?

% All | % Rep | % Ind | % Dem
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Older voters say Republicans are better able than 

Democrats to handle the problem they are most 

concerned about by a narrow margin, with a nearly 

two-to-one margin among Independents. 

Do you think the (ROTATE: Republicans or the Democrats) are better able to 

handle the problem you are most concerned about?
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By a narrow margin, Independents have a 

favorable view of Republicans in Congress. . .

I would like to read you a list of names and have you tell me, for each one, 

whether youôve heard of that person or group and, if so, whether you have a 

favorable or unfavorable opinion of them. 
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. . .but, by a significant margin, Independents have 

a negative view of Democrats in Congress.

I would like to read you a list of names and have you tell me, for each one, 

whether youôve heard of that person or group and, if so, whether you have a 

favorable or unfavorable opinion of them. 
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Health Care


